
PLEASE
ask

If you are unsure whether any item can be
accepted by your chosen charity shop or reuse
project please ask them first. 

Items could include:

Large pieces of furniture

Electrical appliances 

Computer equipment

White goods (freezers, washing machines)

Furniture with fire retardant labels is usually
welcomed. Soft furnishings such as cushions,
pillows and padded seat covers also need to
carry fire retardant labelling. 

For your convenience, some charity shops and
reuse projects can collect your items; some
deliver donation sacks to households for
collection. Please contact your local shop or
project to find out more. 

If you wish to check a Charity Registration
Number you can call the Charity Commission on 
0870 333 0123 or visit them on the web at 
www.charity-commission.gov.uk.

Many Charity shops are also
members of the Association of
Charity Shops’ Code of Charity
Retailing and their sacks will
carry the Code’s logo.

RECYCLE
elsewhere

If your items cannot be used or resold in a
charity shop or reuse project please consider
recycling them elsewhere. This avoids items
going to landfill sites.

As a general rule for furniture, donated items
should be free from stains, rips or tears.
Electrical appliances should be free-standing,
less than 12 years old and free from rust.

Some local community reuse projects will repair
and restore both furniture and electrical goods
or can put you in touch with an organisation
that can help you. Again, please ask.

Your local Council will have a number of
recycling facilities available, including:

Textile, books and shoe banks

Paint stores

Glass and plastic banks

Metal and can banks

Larger items can be taken to civic amenity sites.

For more information contact your local
County, Unitary or District Council’s Waste
Management department.
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DONATE
for Re-Use

Charity Shops and Reuse Projects need good
quality donations. As a guide, think about
whether you would be happy to use or pay for
the items that you are donating.

Charity shops will welcome the following:

Clothing, shoes and accessories

Books, toys and ornaments

Kitchenware and soft furnishings 

Videos, DVDs and computer games

Some specialist charity shops also sell bridal wear,
furniture and electrical appliances.

Furniture projects welcome items such as:

Desks, tables and chairs

Wardrobes and cabinets

Beds, mattresses and sofas

These items can be re-sold to benefit the
community, some with discounts for people on
low income or benefits.

When donating please check the items are safe,
not broken or marked by unsightly chips and
scratches. Check that books are not missing pages
or chapters, games or puzzles have the required
pieces, and that clothing and soft furnishings are
clean. Please pack your items well and mark
anything breakable with ‘Fragile’.

Donations can only be accepted during opening
hours. Anything that cannot be resold incurs
disposal costs for the organisation.
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Benefits of Reuse
Raise funds through the sale of these items to support a
local charity

Provide good quality items for reasonable costs, and
allow those on low incomes to access goods at
discounted prices

Create opportunities for volunteering, jobs and training

Prevent reusable items from going to landfill

For further information:

To find your local charity shops visit
http://ccgi.charityshops.plus.com/locator.php 
or look under “charity shops” in your local Yellow Pages.
For details of your nearest Furniture Reuse Shop contact
The Furniture Reuse Network on 0845 602 8003.

The Choose2Reuse campaign is a partnership between
the Association of Charity Shops, CCORRN -
Cambridgeshire Community Reuse and Recycling
Network - and ECORRN - Essex Community Reuse and
Recycling Network.

Useful Website Links:
www.choose2reuse.org.uk

www.charityshops.org.uk

www.frn.org.uk

Choose2Reuse - Donate It!
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WHAT
is it all
about?

Choose2Reuse aims to encourage
everyone to:

Donate more good quality items to charity and
furniture reuse shops

Buy more pre-owned goods

Help get the ‘Reuse’ message across by
volunteering in your local shop

How to become a ‘Reuse Champion’

Charity and furniture reuse shops are always on the
lookout for enthusiastic people to contribute to
their reuse efforts by taking part in a range of
activities.

Some of the ways you can get involved with
Choose2Reuse are:

Working in your local charity or 
furniture reuse shop

Driving a collections van

Giving talks at schools

Leafleting

If you are interested in donating some of your time
and enthusiasm please enquire at your nearest
participating shop or project. You will see the
‘Choose2Reuse’ poster in the window.
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